
Thank you to all who joined us at the 13th
annual Medicine That Matters Gala. We’re
deeply grateful for the generosity of our
supporters, especially our event sponsors,
who altogether helped raise $1.1 million for
BHCHP. Their invaluable financial support
goes a long way in strengthening and
sustaining our work caring for Boston’s
unhoused community.

As part of the evening program, we showed
three videos that highlighted the work of
BHCHP’s Family Team, HIV Care and
Transgender Health. Please visit our Youtube
channel to watch the videos and feel free to
share them with your networks.
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This year, we awarded the Dr. Jim O’Connell
Award to Monica Bharel, MD, MPH and the Tim
Russert Award to Boston Scientific and Boston
Scientific Foundation. Our sincere
congratulations to the honorees – please
read below to learn more about their
remarkable contributions to our program.

Check out event photos and list of sponsors
by scrolling down the page. Photography
credit to Justin Knight Photography.
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Dr. Jim O’Connell Award – Monica Bharel, MD, MPH

This year, Boston Health Care for the Homeless
Program didn’t have to look far to find the most
deserving recipient of the Dr. Jim O’Connell Award.
In Boston, a city whose firmament holds a
constellation of medical luminaries, few stars
shine brighter than that of Dr. Monica Bharel. A
longtime devoted physician with the program, Dr.
Bharel served as BHCHP’s Chief Medical Officer
from 2003 until 2015 when she was asked by then
Governor Baker to serve as Commissioner of the
MA Department of Public Health and the state’s
chief physician. In this role, Dr. Bharel was a leader
of the state’s response to the opioid crisis, efforts
to reduce health disparities, and state’s massive
public health response to the unprecedented
COVID-19 pandemic. Under her leadership,
Massachusetts ranked nationally as among the
healthiest states in the nation. Dr. Bharel was then
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tapped by Mayor Michelle Wu to lead the city’s
response to the humanitarian crisis in the area
known as Mass and Cass. Bringing her leadership
qualities and experience as physician for
underserved populations to this emergency, Dr.
Bharel oversaw a public health and equity-led
approach focused on individual medical and
treatment needs. Currently Dr. Bharel works for
Google as the Clinical Lead for Public Sector
Health. Click here to read more.

Tim Russert Award – Boston Scientific and Boston
Scientific Foundation

Boston Scientific transforms lives through
innovative medical technologies that improve the
health of patients around the world. As a global
medical technology leader for more than 40
years, Boston Scientific advances science for life
by providing a broad range of high performance
solutions that address unmet patient needs and
reduce the cost of health care. Their portfolio of
devices and therapies helps physicians diagnose
and treat complex cardiovascular, respiratory,
digestive, oncological, neurological and urological
diseases and conditions. For nearly two decades,
Boston Scientific, the Boston Scientific Foundation
and the company’s leaders have been
extraordinary partners in helping to bring BHCHP’s
mission to life. Through employee volunteerism,
financial support and in-kind donations, the
company and its employees have played a key
role in many critically needed initiatives, including
the 2008 creation of BHCHP’s multi-service hub to
elevating the services we provide to women
experiencing homelessness. They have left an
indelible imprint on our program. For the many
ways they have championed our mission and
improved the lives of the people we serve, BHCHP
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Sponsors
Legacy

Presenting

is grateful to be recognizing Boston Scientific and
the Boston Scientific Foundation with the annual
Tim Russert Award at this year’s Gala. Learn more
about Boston Scientific
at http://www.bostonscientific.com and connect
on LinkedIn and X, formerly Twitter.
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Dignity & Respect Provider
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Healthcare Advocate
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Photos

Jim O'Connell, MD,
Monica Bharel, MD,
MPH and Denise De

Las Nueces, MD,
MPH

Melinda Thomas,
PA-C with Wendy
Carruthers, EVP of
Human Resources
at Boston Scientific

Boston Scientific
Group

Segun Oduolowu,
event emcee and

Dr. Jim O'Connell
sharing gratitude
remarks on stage

Dr. Bharel and
family with Derek
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host of Boston
Globe Today

Winbush, CAB and
Board Member

Some of the BHCHP
Emerging Leaders
Board members

BHCHP CAB
Members: Derek
Winbush, Kacia
Wilkinson and

Lazaro Cruz

BHCHP Pharmacy
Staff and Guests

Staff Volunteers Gala Guests
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